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Lake Como is shaped like an upside-down Y . Como is at the 
southwestern tip and Lecco is at the southeastern tip.  At the middle 
point, we find Bellagio.  

Lake Como is a short distance north of Milan, Italy.  Fly into Milan 
Linate, Milan Malpensa or Bergamo Orio al Serio airports. 
The most popular cities are Como, Lecco, Varenna and Bellagio but 
all along the shores in between, there are lovely little towns and 
villages.  
You will find everything from luxury hotels to vacation rentals, fine 
dining and traditional cuisine. The beautiful panoramic scenery of the 
mountains and lake make it a perfect destination for your European 
vacation. 

Food & Wine 
 
Don’t miss trying the local 
delicacies of Lake Como. 
 

 
Risotto al Pesce Persico (Lake Perch) 
 

 
Wines from the nearby Valtellina area 
 

Restaurant Guide 
 
Lake Como offers everything from traditional family run 
trattoria to luxury, five star dining.  Lombardy is rich with 
agriculture and produce quality vegetables, meats, 
wines, cheeses and even olive oil. Here are a few choice 
eateries.  
 
Visit LakeComoStyle.com to find out more about where 
to go and what to see at Lake Como.   
 
Connect 

LakeComoStyle 

@LakeComoStyle 

LECCO 

Lecco is by far the best city to use as a base for your visit to Lake 
Como. There are endless possibilities in discovering the history and 
beauty of this city. Alessandro Manzoni immortalized and personified 
the city in what is considered Italy’s most prominent literary 
works  The Betrothed, (I Promessi Sposi)  but Lecco has more than 
19th century literature to offer. It has wonderful shopping in the 
historical city center, great plazas and cafes for people watching, a 
lovely promenade avenue (Il Lungo Lago) with breathtaking views of 
the lake and the distant Alps. The Lecchese are business 
minded, hence, the hospitality industry is well organized. There is 
quite a good selection of hotels and restaurants to choose from.  

Visit: the Torre Velasco, Il Palazzo della Paura art exhibits, San 
Nicolo church and bell tower, take a cable car up and hike to Piano 
D’Erna. 

 

Suggested Tour: Walking Food Tour by LakeComoFoodTours.com 

 
Lecco 

 
 
Borgo Scacciaventi 
Via C. Cattaneo, 34, Lecco 
Tel. +39 0341 363885 
 
Canottieri Lecco 
Via Nullo, 2, Lecco 
Tel. 0341.366160 
 
Il Giardino  
Corso Emanuele Filiberto, 13, Lecco 
Tel. +39 0341 422028 
 
Ristorante Larius 
Via N. Sauro, 2, Lecco 
Tel. +39 0341 363558 
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Malgrate - Valmadrera 

The town of Malgrate has just gone through a designer revamp. The 

old lungolago promenade has been replaced by a new, stylish 

waterfront walkway with fountains and reflection pools designed by 

Italian architect Stefano Santambrogio. There is a long promenade 

with benches and places to sit to contemplate the beautiful, 

surrounding natural backdrop. It has also become a new hotspot for 

the evening aperitif especially nice at sunset when there is a golden 

glow reflecting off Lecco just across the way. 

Accommodation:  Rental apartments Lake Como SoloAffittiVacanze.it 

Malgrate- Valmadrera 

 
 
Pizzeria San Genaro  
Via Alessandro Volta, 16, Malgrate  
Tel. +39 0341 202496 
 
La Grotta Azzura 
Viale Italia, 4, 23864 Malgrate  
Tel. +39 0341 284853 
 
Ristorante Al Terrazzo  
Frazione Parè, 69/73, Valmadrera  
Tel. +39 0341 583106 

 

Varenna 

Varenna is one of the most romantic little towns along Lake Como. 
North of Lecco, it’s a unique, little village on the hills. Cobble stoned 
paths and staircases wind through the old town (remember to wear 
comfortable shoes!). You must do La Passagiata d’amore, the Lovers 
Lane along the shoreline.  Surrounded by quaint little houses 
upon hills, the ferry port is bustling with passengers commuting to 
and from Bellagio. Varenna is home to two gorgeous villas with 
botanical gardens; Villa Monastero and Villa Cipressi, both of which 
can be visited. Villa Cipressi is now a luxury hotel and  restaurant (I 
had my wedding there!). The Vezio Castle overlooks the cove from 
the hilltop above Varenna and is a manageable hike up. 

Suggested Tour: Sunset Dinner Cruise by 
LakeComoFoodTours.com 

 
Varenna

 
 
Ristorante Vecchia Varenna  
Contrada Scoscesa, 14, Varenna 
Tel. +39 0341 830793 
 
Ristorante di Hotel Villa Cipressi 
Via 4 Novembre, 22, Varenna  
Tel. +39 0341 830113 
 
Ristorante Crotto di Pino  
Via Pino, 23, Varenna  
Tel. +39 338 326 1526 

 

Bellagio 

You may know the Las Vegas resort, but did you know it was named 
and modeled after the Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni in Bellagio Italy? 
You won’t get a better opportunity to visit the original! If five star 
accommodation is out of range, there are lovely B&Bs and apartment 
rentals. Bellagio sits at the Y of the lake and has spectacular views of 
the widest part of the lake and the Swiss Alps. Bellagio can be 
reached by car from the Como side or by car-ferry from Varenna. If 
you are travelling by train, go to Varenna and take the passenger 
ferry. Don’t miss the beautiful botanic garden at Villa Melzi, and take 
the time to wander around the city center for shopping and cafe 
hopping. If you are a cycling enthusiast don’t miss a hike or ride up 
to La Madonna del Ghisallo church, which is considered the patron 
saint of cyclists. 
 

It’s not a tourist attraction but, Bellagio is also home to The 
Rockefeller Foundation, a truly inspiring place for the arts, humanities 
and educative advancement. 

 
Bellagio 

 
 
Ristorante La Punta 
Via Eugenio Vitali, 19, Bellagio 
Tel. +39 031 951888 

 
Ristorante Mistral  
Via Roma, 1, Bellagio  
Tel. +39 031 956435 

 
La Pergola  
Piazza del Porto, 4, Bellagio (Pescallo) 
Tel. +39 031 950263 
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Lierna 

Lierna is an absolute jewel. It’s a tiny village just after Mandello del 
Lario and Olcio. It is the perfect honeymoon getaway, especially if 
you want to stay away from big cities and resorts.   Easily accessible 
by train or by car, it’s a great location as a base for visiting the other 
nearby towns.  

Restaurant recommendation: Sottovento is a lovely, romantic 
restaurant right on the lake.  

 

Lierna 

 
 
Sottovento 
Via Imbarcadero, 3, Lierna  
Tel. +39 0341 740005 

 

Bellano 

In town, the area known as Borgo Antico, the old village, is a lovely 
little center for shopping and dining. There are nice little boutiques, 
antique shops, artisan workshops and wine cellars. A nice excursion 
suitable for everyone; singles, couples and families alike. 

L’Orido di Bellano is a must see! One of Italy’s most beautiful natural 
gorges is right here above our lake shore. A natural waterfall and 
gorge carved into the rocky mountainside of the pre-alps. It is said to 
be in the making for over 15 million years. It’s a natural gorge carved 
by glacial waters. Catwalks and walkways have been built for visitors 
to walk inside the gorge. It is a little scary at first, but it is well built 
and secure. Curiosity and wonder override any initial fear and you 
are drawn into the cavernous corridor. It’s not a UNESCO heritage 
site but I certainly think it should be considered. 

There’s a nearby tower built in the early 1800’s called “Cà del Diavol” 
the “Devil’s House” aptly named for its frescoes depicting the devil. 
 

Bellano 

 
 
La Daresena 
Via Carlo Alberto, 8, Bellano  
Tel. +39 0341 810317 

 
Ristorante Pizzeria Cavallo Bianco 
Via Vittorio Veneto, 29, 23822 Bellano  
Tel. +39 0341 810307 
 
Trattoria Del Ponte  
Via Camillo Benso Conte di Cavour, 12, 
Bellano 
Te. +39 0341 810301 

 

Corenno Plinio 

The perfect place for archeology buffs and the curious, quiet tourist. 
According to the municipality website, Corenno-Plinio was originally 
an ancient Celtic settlement. In the late 1300’s after feudal lords freed 
servants from servitude, they remained, building a protective castle 
and church for worship. The castle walls and towers are still standing 
today as is the church. The town itself is quiet and the castle and 
church are the only attractions. You must walk down narrow, stone 
alleyways often right past resident homes, so discretion and respect 
is of utmost importance(not recommended for families with children 
and strollers). There are tours of the castle run by volunteers but 
there is no fixed schedule, you should consult the town website. 
Corenno Plinio is a recommended stop if you are already on your 
way from Bellano to Colico. 

 

 

Corenno Plinio 

 

 
La Taverna del Castello 

Via Pietro Badoglio 23, Corenno Plinio,  Dervio 

Tel. +39 0341 804289 
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Mandello del Lario 

When I think of Mandello, I think of ice cream! You can’t visit 
Mandello del Lario without stopping for an ice cream sundae 
at Gelateria Costantin in Piazza Italia where the ferry comes in. For a 
good, home-cooked meal, visit Hotel Restaurant Grigna. Abbadia 
Lariana is the next town (a five minute drive) and has a wonderful 
beach park and a campground for nature lovers. 

Mandello del Lario is home to Moto Guzzi the oldest European 
manufacturer of motorcycle production, established in 1921. Every 
year, early September, since 2001 Mandello del Lario 
hosts The  GMG (Giornata Mondiale Guzzi; Worldwide Guzzi Day) 
where Guzzi owners and collectors come to show off  both new and 
vintage motorcycles. 

Mandello del Lario 

 
 
Ristorante Grigna 
Via Statale, 29 Mandello del Lario 
Tel.+39 0341.731105 
 
Gelateria Costantin (Ice cream) 
Piazza Italia, 8, 23826 Mandello del Lario  
Tel. +39 :0341 731122 

 

Colico 

Just south of Colico is a curved peninsula where the Abbey of Santa 
Maria di Piona overlooks both Lake Como and the alcove Lake 
Piona. It is an active monastery where the monks work in silence. 
The abbey is surrounded by lush land, which the monks cultivate 
producing medicinal herbs, cosmetic creams, honey and liqueurs 
distilled using traditional, antique recipes. The abbey and church can 
be visited and products are on sale daily 9am-12pm and 2:30pm -
5pm. A guided tour with a monk can be booked in advance for 
groups of 15 or more. The entrance and tours are free but donations 
are greatly appreciated. 
Colico is known as kite surfer paradise. Even if you are not on the 
kite surfer circuit, the town center lungolago promenade and Piazza 
Garibaldi is a great place to chill out and relax. You’ll find boutiques, 
cafes and pubs. Along the lakeside are beach gardens where you 
can put your blanket down and get some rays or have a lakeside 
picnic. 

Visit: Abbey of Santa Maria di Piona - Abbaziadipiona.it 

Colico 

Photo: Ferdinando Marfella/Flickr 
 
 

Perbacco 
Via Giuseppe Mazzini, Colico 
Tel. +39 0341 930459 

 
Bel Sit 
Via Posallo, 34, Colico 
Tel. +39 345 966 2342 

 

  

Como 

The lake’s namesake, Como sits at the southwestern tip of the lake. 
It is one of Lombardy’s oldest cities and the city center is surrounded 
by a stone wall built by order of Julius Caesar to protect the city.  If 
you have ever used a battery operated appliance, you should thank 
Alessandro Volta, physicist and inventor of the electric battery (late 
1700’s) and a native of Como. You can visit the Tempio Voltiano – 
science and history exhibit with Volta’s lab equipment.   Also don’t 
miss: Duomo di Como (cathedral) , go to see an exhibit or get some 
summer sun on the Lido terrace at Villa Olmo, and of course wander 
the boutiques and shopping in the historic city center. The Palace 
Hotel is in the heart of the city, walking distance to points of interest.  

 

Como 

 
Photo Luca Boldrini /Flikr 
 

Ristorante i Tigli in Theoria 

Via Aurelio Bianchi Giovini, 41, Como 
Tel. +39   031 305272 
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Cernobbio 

Cernobbio often sits in the shadows of  Como’s  fame and popularity, 
but it is one town not to miss. It is the living image of what you 
imagine the Italian lake district to be. Opulent villas and gardens, 
cobble stone streets with shops and boutiques. A place of once-
upon-a-time elegance and charm. Villa Erba and Villa D’Este are 
walks back in time. Splurge on a meal at La Veranda, they will make 
you feel like royalty. This area is full of hidden, noble villas. It is no 
wonder that Cernobbio is a popular area for destination weddings. 

Find a wedding planner at ItalianEasyWedding.com 

Cernobbio 

 
Photo: Joe Shlabotnik/Flikr 

 
 
La Veranda 
Via Regina 40, Villa d'Este, Cernobbio 
Tel. +39 031 3481 

Laglio 

Quite understandable why Clooney chose this location as his 
getaway. Laglio is a little hard to get to but well worth the effort. It’s 
secluded and the people there mind their business. It’s not full of 
touristy attractions or resort hotels. In fact it is very low key with B&Bs 
and rental apartments. The restaurants are cute little nooks and the 
panorama is fantastic from this part of the lake. 

Laglio 

Photo Roman 
Harak/Flikr 
 

La Locanda del Cantiere 

Via Vecchia Regina Teodolinda, 91, Laglio 
Tel. 39 031 401400 

Menaggio 

A bustling hot spot for tourists but has not lost it’s picturesque quality. 
Menaggio can be reached by car, or if you travel by train, you must 
go to Varenna and then get a ferry (there is no direct train route). 
Once surrounded by a Roman wall, some ruins are still standing 
today. Catch some rays at the Lido di Menaggio , or visit the Villa 
Mylius Vigoni (a conference hotel,  but you can visit the villa and 
grounds).  Visit Villa  Balbianello and Villa Carlotta in nearby  
Cadenabbia-Tremezzin. Every summer Menaggio hosts the 
Menaggio Guitar Festival a must see for acoustic music lovers.  

 

Menaggio 

  
Photo Roger W./Flikr 
 

Osteria il Pozzo 

Piazza Garibaldi,  Menaggio 
Tel.  034432333 
 
La Darsena 
Via Regina, 3, 22016 Tremezzina 
Tel. +39   0344 43166 
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Visit Milan 
Milanostyle.com 

 Il Duomo Cathedral 
 The Last Super by Leonardo Da Vinci 
 Castello Sforzesco 
 Galleria Vittorio Emanuele 
 The Golden Quadrilateral Shopping district 
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Things To See & Do 

Walking Tour of Lecco, Como or Menaggio 
 

Pescarenico, the old fishing village of Lecco 

 
Orrido di Bellano, natural gorge 
 

Visit the Villas of Lake Como 

Hiking & Cycling  
 

San Girolamo Emiliani Dei Padri Somaschi Sanctuary 

 


